
Achievement Awards in Writing Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing program makes use of an advisory committee and state 
coordinators.  
 
Achievement Awards Advisory Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the 
NCTE Achievement Awards, including the following issues: development of a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large non-white populations; revision of the structure of the award to 
mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration and development of 
diversified awards: that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that recognize multi-modal 
composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process of writing, instead 
of the exclusive focus on the final draft; and consideration of revising the Achievement Awards procedure, to 
eliminate the test-like, single-draft, timed essay as part of the award criteria, since recent developments in high-
stakes assessment already privilege those who write quickly; and to consider and make recommendations for ways 
that your work might interface with NCTE’s National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Achievement 
Awards program; review judging procedures; recommend judges; recommend ways of publicizing the program; 
investigate ways of aiding the winners; and give suggestions for the impromptu theme topic. 
 
For information on the Achievement Awards in Writing Program for 11th grade students, click here. 
 
Major Actions: 
 
The AAW Advisory Committee again worked this year to improve promotion of the contest in response to our 
charge from the Executive Council.  An advertisement ran in the November 2013 issue of the English Journal.   
 
To address the committee’s consensus that the contest needs to be promoted more widely by NCTE, the co-chairs 
requested a conference call with NCTE leadership to brainstorm ways that the NCTE office could support publicity.  
This resulted in an increase in promotion of the contest via NCTE social media (Facebook, for example).   
 
At the Boston convention in November 2013, the committee presented and discussed prompts of the revised 
writing piece.  After several follow-up emails and a conference call, the 2015 prompt was submitted to NCTE. 
 
At the Boston convention, we welcomed Dana Maloney and Carissa Morrison to our committee.    
 
In Boston, we sat in on the Promising Young Writers meeting to investigate common concerns for the two contests 
and build a relationship with that committee. 
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives:  
 
While we are excited about our ad in English Journal, we would like to do more to communicate the benefits of the 
AAW contest, especially to schools which have traditionally declined or felt unable to participate.  We are hoping 
to work with NCTE to generate more contacts with English departments, former state coordinators and judges, and 
students.  We have watched with some interest the proliferation of electronic newsletters from NCLE.  Perhaps 
this could be an avenue for some of this communication. 
 
The 2014 AAW contest saw a slight increase in the number of entries (753 nominees and 155 winners in 2013 and 
796 nominees and 164 winners in 2014).  There was, however, a slight decrease from 2013 to 2014 in the number 
of regions participating.  The total number of regions (including the categories of American Schools Abroad and 
Canada making a total of 50 possible participating regions) in 2014 was 32.  In 2013 the total was 35.  Based in 
these numbers, we have work to do if we want to increase participation.   
 
Current Members 
 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa


CO-CHAIR, Jennifer Beach (2015) 
(West Springfield High School, VA) 
 
CO-CHAIR: Tom Beach (2015) 
(St. Ignatius High School, Cleveland, OH) 
 
Edward Brown (2015) 
(St. Paul's School, Brooklandville, MD) 
 
Patrick Geschke (2015) 
(Parma City School District, OH) 
 
Dana Maloney (2017) 
(Tenafly High School, NJ) 
 
Carissa Morrison (2017) 
(Seligman High School, AZ) 
 
Barbara Rahal (2015) 
(Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) 
 
Reva Sias (2015) 
(Syracuse University, NY) 
 
Anne M. Weir (2015) 
(Waco Jr/Sr High School, Wayland, IA) 
 
Executive Committee Liaison, Ernest Morrell 
(Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY) 
 
NCTE Administrative Liaison, Linda Walters  
 
Note: As you can see from the list above, many of our members’ terms expire at the 2015 convention in 
Minneapolis.  At next year’s convention in Washington, D.C., we will solicit our current members for nominees.  
Meanwhile, we, the current chairs, would like to endorse the current members as emergent leaders within NCTE.  
We would specifically endorse all members as candidates for chair of the AAW Advisory Committee.   
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/aawardcom  
 
Jennifer Beach and Tom Beach, Co-Chairs 
 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/aawardcom

